
Visualizing a Salty Future: The Role of 
LID and Green Infrastructure in 
Adapting to Accelerating Sea Level Rise 
and a Changing Climate

Jeffrey Huber, FAIA, ASLA, NCARB, LEED AP, Associate 
Professor, Florida Atlantic University School of Architecture



VISUALIZING A SALTY FUTURE: The Role of LID and Green Infrastructure in 
Adapting to Accelerating Sea Level Rise and Climate Change

21-22 October 2021
Marine Resources Council 

LID Conference, Center for Collaboration, Rockledge Florida

Jeffrey E. Huber, FAIA, ASLA, LEEDap, NCARB
Principal and Director of Landscape Architecture, Urban Design and Planning, Brooks + Scarpa

Associate Professor, School of Architecture, Florida Atlantic University



Presenter
Presentation Notes
So what you are seeing here are recorded, yearly mean sea levels at the key west NOAA tide station for all available data there, going back to when they first started recording in 1913. Note that the y axis is in inches. Also note, although it is a little trickier to discern, that all values are averaged relative to a 19 year time-period centered on 1992 due to cyclical patterns in the rotation of the moon and earth. As many of you are likely aware, tides are largely influenced by the gravitational forces of the moon and the earth, but also by currents and weather patterns, and you can see that there is quite a bit of inter-annual variation here.  but the overall trend is also strikingly consistent (CLICK). We had a clear increase, a positive trend, in sea level over the past century that resulted in a gross difference of about10 inches or so from when records began in 1913 to 2017. So in a real measurable way, sea level has already been rising
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Loss of Wetlands Correlates to Population Density

• Near half  U.S. lives in coastal counties; 
Florida 3rd most populous state

• Coastal wetlands among most productive yet 
highly threatened systems in the world (MEA, 
2005)

• Broward County ranks among the highest 
percentages of hardened shorelines (Gittman, 
2014)

• Atlantic Coast: Broward County >80% of tidal 
waters are hardened shorelines (Gittman, 2014)

Graphic modified from Gittman, 2014

















Fort Lauderdale Case Study





Responses will 
be based on a 
free-market 
Darwinism
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